
Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

Better Training for Safer Food 
Initiative 

Herning, Denmark, 14-17 October, 2014 
 

Training course on “Animal Welfare in pig production” 

Implementation of UE legislation by 
Member States competent 
Authorities: experiences and 
perspectives (Spain) 
 
Pilar León 
 

This presentation has been produced under the contract n. 2012 
96 04 with the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers 

(EAHC). The content of it is the sole responsibility of Istituto 
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. 

Caporale”, Teramo and can in no way be taken to reflect the 
views of the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers or any 

other body of the European Union. The Executive Agency for 
Health and Consumers or any other body of the European Union 
will not be responsible under any circumstances for the contents 

of communication items prepared by the contractor. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/


Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

Contents 

1 

1. 1. Spanish Caracteristics  
2. 2. Floors 
3. 3. Group housing for sows and gilts 
4. 4. Manipulable material 
5. 5. Training 
6. 6. Tail docking 
7. 7. Castration 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

Main 
Figures 

2 

pigs Sows & gilts 

Farms 85.400 20.000 

Animals 25.400.000 2.300.000 
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 indoor housing 
 “white breeds & 
crossings” 
 Supply based on 
cereals 
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 Land based system 
 Tronco Ibérico 
breeds & crossings 
 “dehesa” 
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All the farms are included in a 
general register of livestock 
units  
 
It´s a tool for monitoning 
farms,: 

 health status, 
 movements of animals,  
 controls… 

 
Very useful during last steps 
for adaptarion of sows units 
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Feeders 
Backyards 
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Stalls: free permanently  in/out 
movement 
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Unobstructed floor: wide of corridors 
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Road map 
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• in the structure of our 
pigfarming system. 
 

• in the socioeconomic 
structure of rural. 

 
• in the trade flows 
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Chain+ Wood 
Paper 
Straw 

Problem:  
 cleanness system 
 temperature 
 
Still working on 
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Training courses of at 
least 20 hours 
Items: 
 Phisiology 
 Ethology 
 Behaviour 
 Animal health 
 Legislation 

Practical and theory 
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• 99% 
•   

• Very difficult to resolve in 
case of tail agressions 

 
• Most part of tail preserverd 

in extensive farms 
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20% males are castrated 
(sacrifice before puberty): 
 
 Iberian breeds 
 (1.000.000 animals) 
 Fat animals for 
specialities (jamón and others) 
 (4.000.000 animals) 
 
1/5 inmunocastrated. 
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There is no farms with pregnant sows kept in individual 
enclosures (in farms with 9 or more sows) 
 
More controls in fattering establishments 
 
Working in enrichment material 

Situation in 2014 
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your 

attention 
 

20 cebpap@magrama.es 
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